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Coming together 
of ‘parish plans 9 


By ANDERS LARSSON 

anders@tindlenews.co.uk 

BLACKDOWN Hills parishes hope to achieve more 
by working together — and priorities have already 
been identified. 

Blackdown Hills Parish Network Community Plan 
involves 39 parishes either wholly or partially inside the 
designated Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

Parish representatives have been meeting as part of 
Blackdown Hills Parish Network in the last two years to 
look at ways of achieving their individual parish plan 
objectives more effectively. 

Parish objectives range from very specific aspirations (to 
provide more parish notice boards, for example) to issues 
that are common to neighbouring parishes as well, such as 
public transport provision. 


Community plan co-ordinator Catherine Bass explained: 
“The objectives of the community plan are to provide a 
social and economic profile of the area, to identify what 
people value about it and consider distinctive, to discover 
the highest priority issues facing local people and then to 
set out options for ways to address them. 

“By doing this in consultation with all the parishes, it is 
hoped these important common issues can be brought to 
the attention of relevant local, county or even national 
authorities to help bring about an improvement.” 

The process is ongoing and Catherine added: “The 
results of this survey have so far raised nine different types 
of problem that could be worked on collectively, ranging 
from concerns about technology and communications, 
health and social welfare, parish plans, the economy and 
community safety. 

“Top of the ‘problems’ league for three-quarters of 


parishes is a range of concerns relating to traffic and 
transport — including public and community transport, 
traffic speed, road and verge maintenance and vehicle 
size.” 

It is hoped that people with an interest in working 
together on any of the nine identified areas will join action 
groups to help take forward the recommendations to be 
offered in the draft community plan, which will be made 
available to comment on in the early spring. 

If you have a particular interest or expertise in any of the 
areas listed, please contact Catherine by emailing 
catherinejbass@googlemail.com or by calling 01884 
849172. 

■ The Community Plan development is being supported 
by Devon County Council through the Blackdown Hills 
AONB office, and is aided by Somerset County Council 
and relevant district councils. 
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Useful contacts 


Blackdown Hills Business Association 

St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, EX 15 3SJ 
Tel: (01823) 681484 
Email: info@bhba.org.uk 
www.bhba.org.uk 

*For local products and services visit 
www.blackdown-hills.co.uk 

Blackdown Hills AONB 

St Ivel House Station Road, Hemyock, 
Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ 
Tel: (01823) 680681 
www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 

Blackdown Support Group 

The Surgery, Station Road, Hemyock, EX 15 3SF 
Tel: (01823) 681036 
www.blackdownsupport.org.uk 

Making It Local 

Tel: (01823) 680626 

Email: makingitlocal@devon.gov.uk 

www.makingitlocal.org 


Villagers rally Pand ^ thed °g 

0 •> is in desperate 

search of home 


to put a stop to 
last orders at 
threatened pub 


By LUCIE SIMIC 

blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 

A CAMPAIGN has started to 
keep the Royal Oak at 
Dunkeswell a pub after its 
current owners retire. Fay and 
Tony Perkins have run the local 
pub for over six years but would 
now like to retire — like many 
paople their age. 

However, the pub has been on the 
market but as of yet there has been 
little interest from buyers who want to 
keep the business going. 

Like many rural pubs the Royal Oak 
at Dunkeswell has seen a steady 
decline in business over the last few 
years and is now in danger of closing 


down. 

There has been a licensed public 
house in Du nk eswell since the 1600s 
and the heyday of the pub was 
undoubtedly during the war years and 
just after when it was used by many 
of the military personnel who were 
stationed at Dunkeswell as a place to 
meet, drink and swap stories of daring 
escapades. It was a particular 
favourite haunt of the American 
troops stationed at Dunkeswell. 

With over 900 pubs having closed 
this year alone in the UK a group of 
villagers have now formed a 
committee to try to prevent the 
closure of the pub, turn it into a 
community owned enterprise and stop 
it being added to long list of closures. 

Landlady Fay Perkins said: 


“Obviously we would love for 
someone to buy it and keep it open as 
a pub and we are pleased to see that a 
committee has been set up to try and 
help. 

“The problem is that we want to 
retire and can’t continue to run the 
business. It has been on the market for 
while now and we have not had much 
interest. The pub is freehold and not 
owned by a large brewery so we get 
no help.” 

The committee behind saving the 
Royal Oak is holding a public 
meeting on February 15th at 7pm in 
the Throgmorton Hall at Dunkeswell 
to obtain the communities support for 
this enterprise and to discuss what 
needs to happen toensure the pub’s 
ongoing success. 


Funds now available for 
ponds and tree planting 


FUNDING for native tree 
planting and pond creation is 
now available until the end of 
2012. 

In the Blackdown Hills, WAVE 
(Water Adaptation is Valuable for 
Everybody) will focus on the 
catchment areas of the rivers Axe, 
Tone and Parrett. 

WAVE is a European-funded 
project to prepare for future changes 


in regional water systems brought 
about by climate change. 

Ponds help to reduce flooding and 
provide a valuable habitat for 
wildlife. Over the last century in 
Britain around 75 per cent of our 
ponds have been lost or polluted and 
pond wildlife has been declining. 

Through WAVE funding the 
council can subsidise the creation or 
restoration of countryside ponds 


that will contribute to the aims of the 
project. 

Grants are discretionary and will 
be considered on an individual basis 
but the usual grant is 50 per cent of 
the costs up to a maximum of £500. 
Landowners and community groups 
are expected to meet the remaining 
costs. For more information contact 
0845 345 9188 or email 

countryside @ somerset.gov.uk. 


A FAMILY bereavement has left Panda, a two- 
year-old Newfoundland cross without a home. 

Panda arrived at Feme Animal Sanctuary, 
Wambrook, just after Christmas and has been a firm hit 
with staff and volunteers alike. 

She is a bundle of energy and would suit a family 
willing to exercise her regularly. 

“She is as gentle as a lamb and very affectionate,” 
said Naomi Clarke, animal manager at Feme. 

If you think you could give Panda a caring loving 
home then please contact the sanctuary direct on 01460 
65214. 



♦ PANDA the Newfoundland, who was left 
homeless following a family bereavement 
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Village holds 
elderly care 
‘conference’ 

MIND the Gap was the name given 
to a recent conference held in 
Hemyock to consider the provision 
of increased elderly care services 
in the village and in particular 
housing. 

Hosted by Hemyock Parish Council 
and including representatives from the 
Abbeyfield Society, the local housing 
association WCHA, and Mid Devon 
District Council, the group began by 
reflecting on the existing services 
available to the local elderly provided 
by both the public and voluntary sector. 

These were not insignificant and the 
work of organisations such as the 
Healthy Living Centre, Blackdown GP 
Practice and Blackdown Support Group 
were highlighted and commended. 

Following a talk by Michael Mitchell, 
regional chairman of Abbeyfield, 
which provides sheltered housing 
schemes, the discussion ranged around 
the current care provision for the 
elderly and what was thought the most 
likely future needs for care homes and 
sheltered housing might be. 

Given the demographics, it was 
thought unlikely that funding would be 
available for a local nursing home. It 
was however considered that there 
might be value in some sheltered 
housing along the lines of the 
Abbeyfield model. 

Conference coordinator, Cllr Steven 
Reed, considered that the very helpful 
debate provided useful grounds for 
further discussions. Michael Mitchell, 
on behalf of Abbeyfield, suggested that 
there was much ‘food for thought’ and 
he would come back to the table with 
some ideas in early 2011. 

Parish council chairman Heather 
Stallard said that facts were required to 
support any future steps which should 
be available following a housing survey 
of parishioners in early 2011. 

There was great value in thinking 
ahead she said. 

MP privy title 
largely formal 
for MP Swire 

THE MP for East Devon 
Constituency, Hugo Swire, has 
been appointed as a Privy 
councillor. 

Mr Swire’s first Privy Council 
meeting is on Wednesday, February 9th 
and he said: “I’m absolutely delighted 
and honoured to become a privy 
councillor. 

“My duties are largely formal, 
meeting to approve decisions that have 
been taken elsewhere and making 
appointments to offices of the Crown. 

“But we can exercise executive, legal 
and legislative powers in certain 
circumstances.” 

Mr Swire has represented East Devon 
Constituency in Parliament since 2001 
and is currently Minister of State for 
Northern Ireland. 

A spokesperson for his office 
explained: “He will join 550 other 
members of Privy Council, which 
includes all cabinet members past and 
present the leaders of all the main 
parties, the Speaker, archbishops, 
senior judges and some other important 
public figures.” 

Membership of the Privy Council is 
today a titular honour, with the office 
recognised as a reward for public and 
political service. 

Appointments are made by the 
Sovereign on ministerial advice and are 
for life — and there is no fixed number 
of members. 


Cost-cutting and 
redundancies to 
save EDDC £2.4m 


By BEN MIDDLETON 

ben@tindlenews.co.uk 

EAST Devon District Council 
(EDDC) has revealed that it needs to 
save £2.4million in the next financial 
year. 

In a statement, district council officials 
have confirmed that staff redundancies, 
cutting out repairs to council car parks and 
reviewing the office accommodation at 
Knowle, Sidmouth, could help save funds. 

A spokesman for EDDC said: “EDDC 
has revealed some of the measures being 
considerd by members as they work 
towards setting a balanced budget for the 
next financial year against a backdrop of 
reduced central funding and frozen council 
tax. 

“The council needs to make savings 
totalling around £2.4million next year and 
also has to prepare for more savings to be 
found in the next few years.” 


On Monday last a district council task 
force met and agreed on a set of 
recommendations that they believe will 
deliver the savings needed to balance the 
books. 

The task force recommendations will 
now go before the EDDC overview and 
scrutiny committee. 

If the recommendations are accepted, 
they will go forward to the executive board 
on Wednesday, February 9th, and then to a 
meeting of the full district council on 
Wednesday, February 23rd. 

Cost-saving recommendations put 
forward by the task force include — 
cutting 12 back office posts, ceasing 
maintenance of bus shelters, cutting out 
repairs to footpaths and other works in 
cemeteries, cutting repairs to all-weather 
pitch fencing at Colyton Grammar School 
and turning off and no longer maintaining 
the festoon lighting on Seaton seafront. 

The spokesman added: “Depending on 


discussions at the meetings in the next 
month or so, the recommendations may 
still change — so it’s possible that some 
items may be put back in and others could 
be taken out.” 

EDDC leader, Sara Randall Johnson, 
said: “People will note that the savings we 
are considering are spread right across the 
council’s many services. 

“No stone has been left unturned in the 
search for better value and we have tried to 
be as fair as possible in the distribution of 
the savings. 

“We are living in very hard times and 
tough decisions have to be taken. There is 
still time for members to change some of 
the detail but the emphasis of the change is 
simple — to manage our affairs in such a 
way that we can stay solvent, freeze 
council tax and still continue to deliver as 
many front-line services as we possibly 
can.” 
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♦ STAFF at Yeovil-based Screwfix have donated animal food and money to Feme Animal Sanctuary, near Chard. 
The food and money were gathered during December and Screwfix’s Claire Bryant recently visited the sanctuary. 
Feme Animal Sanctuary director Jenny Wheadon was very grateful and said: “Local business supporting the sanc¬ 
tuary in the current economic climate is invaluable.” Claire Bryant is pictured, left, with Jenny Wheadon 


Call for businesses to enrol 


THE Blackdown Hills Businesss 
Association (BHBA) is one of the 
largest membership organisations 
in the area and offers support and 
opportunities to businesses on the 
borders of Devon and Somerset. 

The BHBA is encouraging all local 
businesses to send their details for 
inclusion in the Blackdown Hills 
Directory for 2011. 

The Blackdown Hills Directory is a 


local directory to help local people and 
businesses buy local products and 
services. 

The Blackdown Hills Directory is also 
a valuable handbook for visitors to the 
area, who are looking to stay in the area, 
eat local food and take part in local 
activities. 

TheBHBA already has an up to date 
web version of the Blackdown Hills 
Directory which offers tourist 

accommodation and activities and for 


visitors to the Devon and Somerset 
borders. 

As well as a range of products and 
services for people living and working in 
the area. 

A BHBA spokesperson said: “This is 
the definitive guide to businesses in the 
Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty area, so make sure your 
business is included. 

To sign up contact Val Baker on 01823 
681484 oremailinfo@bhba.org.uk. 


Equestrian firm 
gets nominated 
for top award 

CLIPPERSHARP Ltd, a Westcountry business, 
has been nominated for the SEIB (South Essex 
Insurance Brokers) Equestrian Retailer of the 
Year Award — 2011. 

Based in Culmstock, Devon, the company was started 
in 1994 and is now a firmly recognised and respected 
company within the Equestrian industry. 

Initially specialising in clippers and grooming 
products, it has more recently expanded and carries a 
comprehensive range of equestrian products. 

The company has a small retail premises, but also 
operates a mail order business with an on-line 
ecommerce website for all the products. 

Sales director Vicky Goody said: “The expansion into 
a national company came about with the onset of the 
web in the late 1990s has allowed our business to grow 
tremendously, we also decided to have a mobile unit to 
cover the more local shows and events and this has also 
been a contributing factor to our success. 

“We were genuinely taken aback to receive the news 
of this nomination, and are delighted that our 
customers have taken the trouble to put us forward. To 
get this far is of great credit to us and our staff.” 

The finals for this prestigious award will be held at 
BETA (British Equestrian Trade Association) Award 
Ceremony in the latter part of February. 


Crews called to 
fire at primary 

FIRE crews from Honiton and Cullompton were 
called to reports of a fire in the primary school 
building at Broadhembury. 

The incident took place just before 5pm on Friday, 
January 14th. 

The fire involved a strip on a suspended ceiling. 
Crews used one hose reel jet, a short extension ladder 
and thermal imaging camera to extinguish the flames. 
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60 step out into new year 


MORE than 60 walkers, including children, 
assembled in the centre of Stockland on New 
Year’s Day for an annual walk. 

Outside and opposite the King’s Arms, walkers 
inspected a stone incised with the letter C which gave 
directions to walk 100 paces west, which took the 
group to the centre of the bridge over the park goyle. 

A further 100 paces beyond, towards the park, 
there was another stone clue in the verge bank. 

The letter C is the Roman numeral for 100 and these 
stones date back to 1530, when Henry VIII passed an 
act making provision for county magistrates to take 
responsibility for the maintenance of bridges and 
their approaches. 

The walk continued up North Hill Lane to the farm 
and beyond following the river; at the crossroads the 


walkers joined the footpath into the wood and 
through the metal gate in the boundary hedge. 

Once into the field, owned by Roger Parris, the 
group turned abruptly left and up into the corner, 
where the three parishes of Stockland, Upottery and 
Yarcombe meet. 

An oak, right on the junction in the hedge bank, was 
decided to be the unofficial three-parish boundary 
tree. 

It was then a short stroll to Corrymoor Farm, 
arriving at 11.45am, where the Whitleys served 
mince pies and delicious mulled wine. 

The walkers returned via Rower Hill to Wytch (built 
1680), along Wytch Lane and down the footpath to 
Walshams, arriving back at 1.10pm where the King’s 
Arms served warming Tomato and Basil soup. 


Plea for residents to 
report road potholes 

COUNCIL chiefs are urging members of the 
public to report potholes and other defects on 
Devon’s roads. 

The full extent of damage caused by the recent cold- 
snap is not yet known, but those in charge fear another 
hefty repair bill. 

Devon County Council (DCC) Cabinet member for 
Highways and Transportation, Stuart Hughes, said: 
“It’s too early to predict to what extent the recent 
severe weather may have damaged our roads, but it’s 
likely to have again caused considerable damage for a 
third winter in a row. 

“We still need members of the public to be our eyes 
and ears and report potholes to us because our road 
network is a vital asset for the local economy, local 
business and tourism. 

“Our teams are responding to these reports and over 
the coming weeks and months we’ll be keeping a 
watchful eye on the situation.” 

A DCC spokesperson added: “The council repaired 
nearly 200,000 potholes and safety defects on its 8,000 
mile network in 2010 as around £llmillion was spent 
on reactive repairs and resurfacing highways damaged 
by last winter. That dwarfs the 40,000 potholes filled in 
2009, which in itself was double the usual amount 
during a normal year.” 

Potholes and safety defects on the county’s roads can 
be reported online at www.devon.gov.uk or by calling 
0845 155 1004. 
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Public asked to be 
‘citizen scientists’ 





SPECIAL 2 DAY AUCTION 

Wednesday 1 st December at 10:30 em 

Insolvencies, HMFRC Distraints, Bailiffs, Bankrupt Stock. 

MONTHLY COMMERCIAL. AUCTION : Modern Office Furniture. Computers & Office Equip. 
New Oak & Pine Furniture: Gift/novelty items. Toys. New mattresses. Garden statues. Pool 
table. Multi-fuel stoves. Ceramic wall & floor tiles. Catering equipment.. General plant & 
machinery. Engineering equipment. Builder's equipment. Woodworking machinery. Mirror 
dinghy. 3 Kilns & 4 potters wheels. Storage racking, stores, tools, large qty of paint.. IBCs. 
Forklifts: Komatsu FB13M-2 Elec. '93. Kalmar ET 1.75 Elec. Toyota 6FDF30 3t Diesel. 
Vehicles Mitsubishi Canter 35 Luton Van '03. LDV 400 Convoy Luton '02, Berlingo 600 Hdi 
Van '07. Transit 350 Recovery truck 05, Reliant Robin '93. Citroen C8 SX Hdi MPV 03. 
Trailers. Powerfabl25WT Micro Digger. 24ft twin axle Boat Trailer. Ride-on Mowers. 
Stratton Sates in Liquidation-. MAN 1 8 ton LE220B Curtainsider Lorry '02 LEZ Comp. 
David Kirk Esq. Liquidator of Vickers Credit Ltd. : Mercedes C240 Elegance Auto 'Ol 96k’ 
On behalf of Francis Clark, Liquidators of M&A Environmental Supplies Ltd. 

A vast qty. of cleaning and catering supplies: approx £1 20K of stock : cleaning. 

toilet tissues, cleaning equipment, gloves, first aid, protective wear, food packaging etc. 
Crockery, cutlery, glassware & tableware. Cooking utensils, bar supplies, kitchen supplies. 


by sky campaigners 


By ANDERS LARSSON 

anders@tindlenews.co.uk 

DARK sky campaigners are 
asking people in rural areas to 
become citizen scientists 
during Star Count Week, 
which runs from Monday, 
January 31st to Sunday, 
February 6th. 

The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England (CPRE) and the British 
Astronomical Association’s 
Campaign for Dark Skies (CfDS) 
are behind the initiative, and star 
gazers will be asked to count the 
number of stars they can see within 
the constellation of Orion. 

The results will help create a Star 
Count map, illustrating how light 
pollution is affecting the view of 
the night sky across the UK. 

Emma Marrington, Rural Policy 


Campaigner at CPRE, said: “Light 
pollution damages the character of 
the countryside, blurs the 
distinction between town and 
country, and denies people the 
experience of a dark, starry sky. 

“The Star Count survey will help 
us measure the extent of light 
pollution. We want to use this 
evidence to convince ministers and 
local councils of the need to take 
action to tackle it, for example by 
ensuring that the correct lighting is 
used only where it is needed and 
when it is needed. 

“This would cut light pollution, 
reduce carbon emissions and save 
money at the same time. 

“Some local authorities are 
already taking action to tackle light 
pollution in their areas; we need 
more to do the same.” 

The campaigners claim light 


pollution is a growing problem, 
with more and more of the UK left 
without a clear view of the night 
sky. 

CfDS co-ordinator Bob Mizon 
added: “The light from distant stars 
and galaxies takes hundreds, 
thousands, even millions of years 
to reach our eyes. 

“What a tragedy to lose it on the 
last millisecond of its journey.” 

The previous Star Count Week 
took place in 2006/07, and 
attracted nearly 2,000 responses. 

Two per cent of respondents said 
they could see more than 30 stars in 
Orion, compared with 54 per cent 
who saw fewer than 10 — a level 
which indicates severe light 
pollution according to 
campaigners. 

Participants can choose any night 
between Monday, January 31st and 


Sunday, February 6th but the sky 
must be clear, with no haze or 
clouds, so there is the best chance 
of seeing stars. It is recommended 
that observations are made after 
7pm so the sky is sufficiently dark. 

Full instructions are available on 
the CPRE website at 
www.cpre.org.uk/starcount. 

* The Campaign to Protect Rural 
England is a charity which 
promotes “the beauty, tranquillity 
and diversity of rural England”. 

** The British Astronomical 
Association describes itself as 
Britain’s largest astronomical 
organisation. Its Campaign for 
Dark Skies was founded in 1989, 
and aims to ensure quality lighting 
in the UK. It says that a well-lit 
environment below and a view of 
the starry sky above are not 
incompatible. 


blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 


Thursday 2 ncJ December at "10.30 am 
Antique Furniture, Collectables, Jewellery, Mintage Clothing, Prints. 

Victorian & Edwardian gowns. Early 20th0 gowns, evening & wedding dresses, underwear. 

On behalf of the Police: a valuable collection of limited edition prints (many countersigned) 
& water colours. Old Sign Posts: On behalf of Devon C C : A collection of old sign & 
finger posts, road signs & memorabilia from East, Mid & South Devon areas. 

On View: Sat 2Y th Nov. Morning 10-1, Monday 29 th Tuesday 30 th 1Oam-Ypm. 

www.mstauctioneers.co.uk Tel: 01-404 891833 


i WILLOWBROOK 
NURSERIES AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


* BARE ROOT ROSES * 

A choice of old & new hybrid-teas, 
floribundas, climbers and ramblers 
- get them while stocks last! 

Choose from a wide selection of 
shrubs, trees, soft & top fruit, 
conifers, azaleas, rhododendrons, 
and winter-flowering heathers 


On the main A38 Taunton / Wellington 

www.willowbroolcnurscryflndgordenccntre.CD.uk 


TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 
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A View from the Blackdowns 



♦ THE recent frosts at Blackborough sent in by reader Lawrence Smith Got a photo of a View from the Blackdowns? Email it to blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 


Low speed results as 
police carry out check 


By BEN MIDDLETON 

ben@tindlenews.co.uk 

POLICE in Honiton carried out a 
speed check at Rawridge recently. 

Residents in the village had highlighted 
speeding as one of their main concerns 
during recent Partners and Communities 
Together (Pact) meetings. 

The speed check took place on Monday, 
January 17th, between 8.30am and 
9.05 am. 

PC Clive Vickery, of Honiton police, 
said: “Concerns were highlighted 

regarding speeding around the school run. 

“The device used was the speed 
monitoring trolley. Devon County Council 
helped purchase this equipment, which 
will assist us to deal with the Pact priority 
of speeding. 


“The devise is placed out at the roadside 
and displays your actual speed on an LED 
screen. This can be used without police 
personnel being seen, therefore giving a 
more realistic representation of speed. 

“We all know that when police are out 
doing speed detection, wearing bright 
jackets acts as an advance warning to 
motorists to slow down.” 

During the speed check, police say that 
18 vehicles travelled through the village 
towards Upottery. 

The highest speed recorded was 31mph 
and the lowest speed recorded was 15mph. 

PC Vickery added: “It would appear 
from the results of this [speed check] that 
the concerns of speeding in Rawridge are 
more about perception of speed rather than 
the actual speed, relating to motorists 
travelling through the village.” 



CASH & CARRY READY TODAY 
MASSIVE DISCOUNTS OFF 
ALL OUR ROLLS & REMNANTS 
HUGE STOCKS OF CARPETS & VINYLS 


Contact the editorial 
team with all your 
Blackdown Hills area 
news and stories 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


DELIVERY & FITTING CAN BE ARRANGED 
WE SPECIALISE IN DISCONTINUED AND 
CLEARANCE RANGES 


Tel: 01823 662661 


Chelston Business Park, 

Caste Road. Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JQ 


WHERE TO COLLECT 
YOUR VIEW 


THE VIEW FROM THE 
BLACKDOWN HILLS will 
be available at the following 
outlets every month: 


AXMINSTER 

BLAGDON HILL 

BROADHEMBURY 

BROADWAY 

CHARD 

CHARDSTOCK 

CHURCHINFORD 


CLAYHIDON 


COMBE RALEIGH 
COMBE ST NICHOLAS 

CULLOMPTON 
CULM HEAD 
CULMSTOCK 
DALWOOD 
DUNKESWELL 


HEMYOCK 


HONITON 


HOWLEY 

ILMINSTER 


KENTISBEARE 

KILMINGTON 


OFFFWELL 

PAYHEMBURY 

ROCKWELL GREEN 

SMEATHARPE 
STOCKLAND 
STAPLE FITZPANE 
TAUNTON 
TIVERTON 

TRULL 

UFFCULME 


WADEFORD 

WAMBROOK 


WATERLOO CROSS 
WELLINGTON 
WEST BUCKLAND 


WEST HATCH 
YARCOMBE 


Mole Avon 

TIC 

PO 

Lamb & Flag 
PO 

Churchview 
Surgery 
Power Shoes 
TIC 
PO 

Churchinford 
Store 
York Inn 
Doctors Surgery 
Beazle Farm 
Half Moon 
Merry Harriers 
Jacksons Nursery 
PO 

Street Ash Nursery 
Mole Valley 
Holman Clavel 
Strand Store 
PO 
Spar 

School of Flying 
Air Centre 
Lake View Manor 
Highfield Garage 
MST Auctioneers 
Royal Oak 
Catherine Wheel 
Ivy Cafe, Brook 
House 

Post Office & 
Stores 

Halifax Building 
Society 
Brookridge 
Timber 

Doctors Surgery 
Spar 

Blackdown Hills 
AONB Office 
TIC 
Slades 

Countrywise 
Town Council 
New St 
Newsagents 
Stags Estate 
Agents 

Howley Tavern 
Rose Mill Feeds 
Dillington House 
Meeting House 
PO 
PO 

Old Inn 

Millers Farm Shop 
Offwell Stores 
Windmill Garage 
PO 

Six Bells 
Golden Pet 
Supplies 
Farm Shop 
King’s Arms 
The Greyhound 
TIC 
TIC 

District Council 
Post Office 
Village Shop 
Coldharbour Mill 
Best One Store 
Co-op 

The Haymaker 
Barleymows Farm 
Shop 

Feme Animal 
Sanctuary 

Pub 

The Old Well 
TIC 

Webbers 
Blackdown 
Garden 
Centre 
Willowbrook 
Nursery 
Blackbird Inn 
Farmers Inn 
The Belfry 
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View from tke Blackdown Hills 


Doodle the pup 
returned home 
after campaign 


A CHARDSTOCK puppy that was missing for 16 
days has been returned to his owners. 

As revealed in this newspaper, Doodle, a 10-week-old 
tri-colour Parson Jack Russell, was stolen from a property 
in the Clay Steps area of the village on Wednesday, 
December 8th. 

The puppy was playing in the garden of the property 
owned by Deanne Lord and her family, when he was taken 
during a daylight raid. 

However, he was found by a vet in Martock and was 
returned to his owners on Christmas Eve. 

Speaking to this newspaper, Deanne said: “On Christmas 
Eve I received a phone call from a vet at the Kingfisher 
Veterinary Surgery in Martock. She had received a missing 
poster that I had sent out. 

“A kind lady had taken Doodle to the vet for a check-up 
as she had found him dumped in the car park outside The 
Rose and Crown, Martock, late in the evening of 
December 13th — five days after he was taken from us. 

“Doodle was filthy dirty, smelling of diesel and thin 
when he was found. Luckily the kind lady and her husband 
looked after him well. A few phone calls later and we 
picked him up on Christmas Eve morning. 

“It was a perfect Christmas present for us all, especially 
the children.” 

Deanne added that she was grateful for all the support 
she received from DogLost, who Doodle was registered 
with after he went missing. 

“We will never know what really happened. We did an 
awful lot of behind the scenes work looking for Doodle 






rC 


♦ DOODLE has been returned to his Chardstock 
family after he went missing for more than two 
weeks 

and something seemed to pay off. 

“The team from DogLost were invaluable with their 
advice and support, they kept saying the key was to make 
Doodle too hot to handle. It was their suggestion to send 
details to as many vets as possible, which ultimately led to 
us finding him.” 


m. 


♦ MEMBURY 
Merrymakers 
performed its 
pantomime, 
Mothergoose, 
at Membury 
Village Hall 
recently. 
Some of the 
cast mem¬ 
bers are pic¬ 
tured on 
stage 



Your community paper — blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 



Award Winning 
Sausages made on 
the Premises 
Fresh Bread Daily 
from Seaton 
Local Fresh 
Vegetables 
M ilk & Cream 
from Yarty Valley 
Yarcombe 
Free Range 
Chicken 
Fresh Meat 
Counter 


Bartlett’s Farm 


Bartlett’s Best Lean Mince 
51b for £8.99 

SHAKE UP YOUR 
WAKE UP 

With Farmhouse Breakfast Week 

Bring this advert with you & buy 6 large 
pork sausages and receive 6 rashers of 
unsmoked back bacon FREE 


Local Cheeses 
Free Range Eggs 
From Ottery St 
Mary 

Cooked Meats 
Local Wines & 
Beers 

Locally made Ice 
Cream From Otter 
Valley Monkton 
Locally made Pies/ 
Quiches/ Scotch 
eggs 


OPENING TIMES 

Monday - Closed, Tuesday to Friday 9.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9.00am - 5.00pm, Sunday 9.00am - 12noon 


Find us at: 

Hayne Farm, Gittisham, Honiton, Devon EX14 3PD (On the Edge of Heathpark) 

01404 44375 

Our farm provides the majority of the beef, lamb and pork or all from other local farmers. 
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Christmas 
gift arrives 
late in Peru 

A CHURCH high in the Andes 
mountains in Peru has received a late 
Christmas present from Hemyock. 

The people of San Jeronimo are building 
a new church and progress was slowing due 
to a shortage of funds. 

Members at Hemyock Baptist Church 
decided to sponsor the windows and funds 
for 20 have been sent. 

This included one by Jack Ould, eight, 
who designed and made Christmas cards to 
sell at the Church. 

Peruvian Pastor Isaias Calle said: “It is 
very encouraging for us to know that there 
are brothers and sisters interested in Peru 
and in our ministry. 

“We are very grateful for your prayers 
and gifts.” 



♦ YOUNG and old alike are helping to 
build the new church, right. Pastor 
Isaias Calle is second from left. 
Above, the new church being erected 
in San Jeronimo, Peru, with help 
from members at Hemyock Baptist 
Church 



Contact our editorial team with your Blackdowns stories 




g&neraung your owt 

QTQGf] pOW&f fbf 

_ ^ * #\r _ 

next /d y&Qrs 


eAt 9 10% return, ns 
better than any bank 
can offer* 


Every Soter PVsystem is incUvidusity 
designed using quslity MCS appro ved 
components 


Call us fora free site survey 

01297 306114 

www. chrisrudge. co. uk 



WINDOW 


INCREDIBLE DEALS 


Doors from £425 

Window Prices From Only 


1 window 

£310 

4 windows 

£1150 

2 windows 

£600 

5 windows 

£1420 

3 windows 

£880 

6 windows 

£1695 


Price based on white PVC-u. With one opener complete price 
including fitting. Maximum W: 1500 H:1200 subject to survey. 
All prices include fitting and VAT. 

All products come with 10 year guarantee. 



0800 032 52 63 
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Festive elf surprise 

FATHER Christmas sprang a 
surprise this year for youngsters 
at Blackdown Children’s Day 
Nursery, in Wellington, when he 
brought with him one of his 
helpers. 

He arrived with one of his elves 
just as the children were enjoying 
their annual Christmas party. 

It was a relief for nursery manager 
Trudy Kemble and her staff, as only 
24 hours later Wellington experienced 
heavy snowfalls and they had been 
worried the snow might arrive early 
and stop Santa’s sleigh landing on 
their roof. 

The youngsters helped decorate the 
nursery’s main play room with a 
Christmas theme, including a giant 
advent calendar, and also enjoyed 
singing Christmas carols. 

Ms Kemble said: “The children had 
all written letters to Santa saying what 
they would like for Christmas and 
they were really excited when his elf 
collected their lists to take back to the 
North Pole. 

“Before they left, Father Christmas 
and his elf enjoyed some mince pies 
from our kitchen, which has a 
maximum five-star environmental 
health rating for our food and hygiene 
handling programmes.” 

Blackdown Children’s Day Nursery 
offers weekday childcare from 8am to 
6pm for parents with children aged 
from three months to five years 
Anybody who wants to know more 
about Blackdown Children’s Day 
Nursery can visit 

www.blackdownchildrensdaynursery. 
co.uk, email gbt.bway@talktalk.net or 
call 07754 751750. 



♦ FATHER Christmas and his elf meeting some of the children at Blackdown Children’s Day Nursery’s 
annual Christmas party 



♦ HEMYOCK Men at the Met Office in Exeter 


Men’s Met Office 
visit teaches them 
about ‘petaflops’ 


HEMYOCK Men has added a 
new word to its vocabulary — 
Petaflop. 

It also understands a little more 
about how weather is forecasted 
using data from an array of sources 
on land, sea and above the earth. 

This was as a result of a highly 
interesting visit to the Met Office in 
Exeter recently. The men came 
face-to-face with arguably the most 
powerful computer in the world, 


which does its calculations in 
trillions of actions per second, as 
well as taking a look at the history 
of weather forecasting. 

What is a Petaflop? A petaflop is 
a measure of a computer’s 
processing speed and can be 
expressed as a thousand trillion 
operations per second. In 
February, Hemyock Men will host 
Andrew Rawding, chaplain to 40 
Commando RM, to a bre akf ast. 


Your community paper — blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 
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Blackdown Hills 

Business Association Member Spotlight 


DON’T MISS OUT ON AN 

ENTRY IN THE 

NEW Blackdown Hills Directory (sixth edition) 

★ ★ ★ 

Businesses are invited to put an entry in the new edition of the 
Blackdown Hills Directory. 

★ ★ ★ 

The Blackdown Hills Directory will be distributed during Easter 
to 25,000 homes and businesses through ROYAL MAIL door to 
door delivery to the Blackdown Hills area (9 postcodes). 

★ ★ ik- 

Cost for an entry is just £45 (BHBA members) 

£65 (for non-members). 

★ ★ ★ 


To become a member at BHBA. Call 01823681484 Si K*l House, Station 
Road. Hemyock Cutompton, Devon EX15 3SJ into@bbba.org.uk 
For detarfs at business events and opportunities, 
visit our member website www.bbba.org.uk 


To 

advertise 
in the next 
edition » 
please call 

Louise on 
01297 
32001 
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Blackdown 
Hills AONB 


neroche 


Telephone numbers: 
AONB : 01823 680681 
Neroche : 01823 680846 
Making it Local: 01823 680626 
Websites: 

www.blackdownhillsaonb.org.uk 

www.nerochescheme.org 

www.makingitlocal.org 


Get active in the outdoors 



♦ Snowdrops and stories at Otterhead 


There are lots of ways to 
enjoy the countryside this 
month, with a range of 
activities throughout the 
area. 

Join the AONB team for 
nest box building at 
Dunkeswell as part of 
National Nest Box Week, 
or come stargazing with a 
special evening at 


Hemyock, featuring the 
south west’s largest 
indoor planetarium as 
well as outdoor 
astronomy. For children 
there is a magical 
storytelling walk at 
Otterhead Lakes in half 
term. The Blackdown 
Hills Hedge Laying 
Association is offering 



♦ Learn the craft of hedge laying 


courses in hedge laying 
and hedgerow crafts. You 
can also get stuck into 
some practical 

conservation tasks to 
prepare habitats for 
spring, or blow away the 
cobwebs with walks at 
Culmstock Beacon and 
Otterhead. For full details 
of all of these events, visit 
our website at 
www.blackdownhillsaonb 

.org.uk or call the AONB 
office on 01823 680681 



♦ Search the stars with 
astronomer Simon Quid 


February events 

2 - Culmstock Beacon walk 
5 - Hedgelaying day course, Yarcombe 
9 - Neroche volunteering day 

12 - Otterhead snowdrop walk 

13 - Hedgerow chair course, Buckland St Mary 
13 - Hazel hurdles course, Buckland St Mary 

16 - Build a nestbox, Dunkeswell 
23 - Magic Lakes story walk, Otterhead 
26 - Stargazing in Hemyock 

26 - Coppicing day course, Combe Wood 

27 - Butterfly habitat work party, Quants 


Making it Local 
funding workshops 


Development Officers, 
Kate Tobin and Julie 
Fergusson, will be holding 
2 workshops for those 
businesses and community 
groups who are 
considering applying to 
Making It Local for 
funding. Come along and 
chat through your project 
ideas and gain some 
helpful tips on filling in 
your application forms. 
The workshops will be 
held on: 


♦ Tuesday 1 February 
10am to 12noon - 
Wellington Community 
Centre. 

♦ Tuesday 8 February 
10am to 12noon - 
Whitford Village Hall. 

If you are interested in 
coming along please 
contact the Making It 
Local office on 01823 
680626 or e-mail 

makingitlocal@devon. gov. 

uk 


Winter walks in the Neroche Forest 


A Forest for All 
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♦ The new information panel at Staple Hill 

One of the best ways of lifting the spirits 
in winter is to get out for a walk in the 
countryside. The Neroche Forest offers 
short walks and more adventurous hikes, 
or just a wander in the woods to explore 
some of its fascinating history. 

For an easy walk on level ground 


without any mud, visit 
Staple Hill all-ability 
trail - a one kilometre 
loop from Staple Hill 
car park, taking in the 
magnificent 
viewpoint over the 
Vale of Taunton. New 
this month on this 
trail is an information 
panel, based on a 
specially- 
commissioned 
painting which brings 
together all the 
wildlife and human 
activity in the forest. 
There is another breathtaking view is 
from the top of the castle beacon at 
Castle Neroche. From the car park 
follow the path through the ramparts of 
the Castle to the steps which run up to 
the beacon top. A new bench seat, 
carved with poetry, is due to be installed 
here in the early spring. 


For a more adventurous walk, strike out 
onto the Herepath from Staple Hill or 
Castle Neroche. The whole circular trail 
is 13.5 miles - a good day’s walk or a 
half day’s ride. 

This time of year, with the leaves off the 
trees and the undergrowth at a minimum, 
is a good time to explore for 
archaeological remains in the forest. 
Lumps and bumps on the forest floor 
may be historical features of various 
kinds, spanning more than a thousand 
years of human activity. 

At Staple Park Wood, you can follow the 
boundary of the old medieval deer park, 
from the top of Underhill Lane, down 
Whitford Lane and through Staple Park 
Wood as far as Staple Lawns. This 
massive earth bank would once have 
carried a pale - a tall wooden fence to 
keep the deer in. 

Take a wander up through the woods on 
Orchard Hill and you may spot the low 
ramparts of an Iron Age hillfort - a 
smaller less well-known cousin to Castle 


Neroche. 

At Priors Park Wood, accessible via the 
track into the forest from the Holman 
Clavel, you can see the remains of a 
pillow mound - a medieval rabbit warren 
- in the form of a long rectangular earth 
mound up on the slopes which were 
cleared of conifers a few years ago. 
Further west at Quants, accessed from 
the lane running north from Forches 
Corner, there is a host of features to 
discover in the grazed woods and glades. 
The old Taunton Corporation began 
building a reservoir here in the years just 
before World War II, but it was never 
finished. Amongst the woods you can 
now find the tall valve shaft tower, weirs 
and part-completed embankment. 

These and many other aspects of the 
history and heritage of the northern 
Blackdown Hills are explored in a new 
book, entitled ‘Along the Wild Edge’, 
which will be published by the Neroche 
Scheme in March. Full details in the 
next edition of this paper. 


Blackdown Hills AONB, Neroche and Making it Local, St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, EX15 3SJ 
The Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership is funded by Natural England, Devon County Council, Somerset County Council, East Devon District Council, Mid Devon District Council, Taunton Deane Borough 
Council and South Somerset District Council. 

The Neroche Scheme is led by the Forestry Commission. It is funded by the Heritage Lottery Fund, supported by the Blackdown Hills AONB Partnership, Natural England, Devon 
County Council, Somerset County Council, East Devon District Council, Mid Devon District Council, Taunton Deane Borough Council and South Somerset District Council, The 
National Trust, Somerset Wildlife Trust, Butterfly Conservation and Somerset Art Works 




Making it Local is a locally managed grants scheme in the Blackdown Hills and East Devon AONB areas incorporating funding from the EU, Defra, South West RDA and Leader+ 


LOTTERY FUNDED 



defra 
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Builders Question - from Mr R Clapp 

My pipes froze over the recent cold spell whilst we were away is there any thing we should 
have done or can do in the future to prevent this happening again? 

Answer 

Firstly ensure all the pipework in your loft space is adequately lagged. If you are going 
away during a cold spell don’t switch your heating off but turn the thermostat to a low 
setting. If you are leaving your home vacant for a lengthy period you may consider turning 
the heating off and draining down the system. 



What happens under you roof is more important than what is happening on it when the cold strikes! 


A pet can make a house a home 
- embrace the trend of nature 

Birds, bees and animals 
are going wild in our 
rooms as we embrace na¬ 
ture. We go for a walk on 
the interior’s wild side. 

It all began so simply 
with the love of a pet, so 
no-one is more surprised 
than designer Ben de Lisi 
that his dog cushion is a 
‘bow-wow’ success. 

The bright red cush¬ 
ion with an appliqued 
image of a cute French 
bulldog has been a total 
sell-out in Debenhams, 
and there’s now a waiting 
list for customers who 
want to get their paws on 
the £18 item. 

It’s even attracting 
high bids on sites such 
as eBay, and Steve Light- 
foot, home director at 
Debenhams says: “We’ve 
been amazed by this. It’s 
literally been the fastest 
selling cushion in the 
store’s history 
“There seems to be a 
real trend for celebrat¬ 


ing pets and we are now 
sourcing a range of cat 
cushions to cater for lov¬ 
ers of all things feline.” 

A slightly bemused 
Ben de Lisi says: “All the 
cushion was meant to be 
was a tribute to my sweet 
little dog, Ella.” 

The dog lover, who has 
three French bulldogs 

- Luce, Noya and Teya 

- took a break from de¬ 
signing red carpet gowns 
to create his homeware 
range for Debenhams. 

He explains the inspira¬ 
tion: “As well as making 
me smile, using Ella’s im¬ 
age is meant to conjure 
a feeling of heart and 
home which we need in 
these uncertain times.” 

While it’s predictable 
that when we’re feeling 
insecure we want to be 
surrounded by comfort¬ 
ing objects, owning pets 
has also recently become 
high profile. 

Celebrities such as Par¬ 


is Hilton and Geri Halli- 
well have sported the real 
deal - small, pampered 
pooches or ‘handbag 
dogs’ as they’re now la¬ 
belled. While other stars, 
from Kevin Spacey to 
Kenneth Branagh, have 
also been seen parading 


their pet dogs. 

The trend for animal 
fashion has been seen on 
clothes with pet graph¬ 
ics on t-shirts, so it was 
inevitable that pets - and 
creatures great and small 
- have made the transfer 
into interiors. 




N J Whittaker Ltd 

Chartered Building Company 

• Free Competitive Quotations 

• New Build, Extensions and Renovations 

• Period and Listed Buildings 

• Approved GRP Flat Roofing Contractor 

• Established Reputation For Quality Workmanship 

• Approved Contractor For EDDC and NHS 

m 9 D 

■ ronsttuctionflnc 

Tel: 01404 43340 Email: njw@njwhittaker.com 
Great Western Business Park, Devonshire Road, Honiton, Devon 

EX14 1TA 
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Family run business can help 


MANOR Antiques Restora¬ 
tions is a family run busi¬ 
ness with 20 years experi¬ 
ence in the restoration and 
preservation of antique and 
period furniture. 

The traditional craftsman’s 
skills that they can offer, 
range from veneering, mar¬ 
quetry, parquetry, cabinet 
making, woodturning, 
French polishing and sym¬ 
pathetic repairs, from the 
smallest scratch to the full 
and complete restoration of 
a piece of furniture. 

In Manor Antiques’ fully 
equipped workshops they 
are able to take on com¬ 
missions for pieces of new 
or reproduction furniture 
made to the customers re¬ 
quirements. 

They have an extensive 
portfolio, which shows 
the high standard of their 
work, which is available for 
customers to look at to see 
the transformation of a re¬ 
stored piece of furniture. 
Manor Antiques also offer 
a carpentry and joinery 
service with items ranging 


from an ornamental oak 
front door, Interior doors 
made from hard or soft 
wood, fancy oak or pine 
plate racks. Their range is 
extensive and exclusive to 
your requirements. They 
can be found at Ellishayes 
Combe Raleigh which is on 
the Honiton to Dunkeswell 
road. 




Antiques for you 

Alexander Paul Antiques are based in the 
Antiques Capital Of the South West of Eng¬ 
land in Honiton, Devon, EX143BG 

At our shop we have an extensive an¬ 
tique furniture restoration workshop, and 
showroom. 

We specialise in selling Antique English, 
French provincial country and Rustic 
Furniture to accommodate every style 
and taste. 

Interior decorators, dealers and public 
wishing to create a certain look will find a 
large array of furniture from console tables 
to farmhouse tables. 

Please take the time to browse our website 
site and feel free to email or telephone us 
with any queries you may have. 

If there is any particular piece you are 
looking for I am sure we would be able to 
help ou find it. 

Join our mailing list to receive special 
offers and hear about our latest news and 
events. Why not take advantage of our new 
home view option visit our website link 
below to find out more, www.alexander- 
paulantiques.com . 

For sales please call 01404 851298 for resto¬ 
rations please call 01404 850881 or email us at 
sales@alexanderpaulantiques.com. 

Pictured is our French antique cherry 
farmhouse kitchen table which sits 
on attractive turned legs and has one 
drawer in side rail, the cleated top has 
great colour and patina, priced £1495. 



To 

advertise 
in our 
next 

Homes & 
Gardens 
feature 
call Kelly 
on 

01297 

32634 
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landscaping & building materials 
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Hillview 
Nursery Ltd 

As A#! as Doing at** to to ft us at 
markons n Horiton A Soma Mon, 
we have * display are** at 
o w DurAeswel! Nursery. Mos* of our 
pants a no grown on sro or sou read 
1411 x 1 request.Please give us a call on 
01404 891376. ask tot Derma , <*op in 
lor a fw consultation 


9fi[htew 
Tfortstry Ltd 

* Cut 

• Bouquets. 

Afrangetrantt 

• Wreoitis 
• Woddng florae's 



aip«'s on CfOiing 


iVm tJtoxa* you 


Design: Ctoawg fr 
n«K«PtiHi» 0 Pumuj 


• Id nruftch >Tiur Owe*wa v Faxiu 


' MANOR ' 
ANTIQUES 
RESTORATIONS 

SPECIALISTS IN ANTIQUE FURNITURE 
RESTORATION AND JOINERY 

INCLUDING FRENCH POLISHING AND 
REPAIRS 



Call Ian Wederell TEL 01404 891571 
MOBILE 07732 549414 

www.manorantiquesrestorations.co.uk 
ELLISHAYES, COMBE RALEIGH, 

\ HONITON / 


(j(Hk{ Furniture* is a 7\J/U 


Alexander Pa * ere hated near to the Anrqi^t Capital of tfi# town VWtr ol 

Engtawf w Monitor. Devon, where we have extensive ant .pie furniture showroom* and 
rcv.utftOuii warkaSvpa vtUi ample free perking. 

We nark fine and roumry 18** and CPttiry Fr^lth and Cnrcinenral Fumturt to 
accommodate e*e*y style and taste Interior dec oratory dealers ard pt4Nlc washing to 
create a certain look will find a Urge selection of Arniur-e to choose from. We 
speoakse e Farmhouse Tahat and prohabhr lew the latest selection on »tew In the 
Watt Cauntrf 


L 


Visit our easy to use full online stock catalogue at 

www.alexanderpaulantiques.com 

and discover our new ‘Horne V-ew' option 

Unit 2 Fenny Bodges, nr Honiton, Devon England EX 14 3BG 

Alexander Paul Antiques 
444 (0)1404 as 1296 

Alexxnder Raul Rattoratiom 
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View from tke Blackdown Hills 


Leisure Review 

Advertising sales: 01297 32601 louise@tindlenews.co.uk Editorial: 01297 631120 blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 


Welsh man Rhys 
back on UK tour 

THE ever-eccentric Gruff Rhys is back to tour the 
UK with his third studio album and a date at 
Bridport’s Electric Palace on Friday, February 
25th. 

The new album Hotel Shampoo is, like its name, drawn 
up by inspiration from the mini bottles of shampoo 
collected during 15 years of frequent hotel visits and the 
people met over the last 15 years of performing. 

Adding to an expansive range of creative work, which 
has seen two previous solo albums, the Welsh-sung Yr 
Atal Genhedlaeth and 2007’s Candylion, the Mercury 
nominated project — Neon Neon, a number of high profile 
collaborations with the likes of Gorrilaz and Dark Night of 
the Soul, the Danger Mouse and Sparklehorse LP and 
finally, an experimental LP with a Brazillian TV 
repairman Tony Da Gatorra, titled The Terror of Cosmic 
Loneliness which goes hand in hand with Gruffs film- 
making debut Seperado. 

This will be an exceptional opportunity to see such talent 
in an intimate environment. 

Tickets are on sale now for £13.50 from Bridport Tourist 
Information Centre on 01308 424901. 
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FRFF Leisure Review 

■L AVl-jAj Diary Dates listing form 


Date. 

Event. 

Time. 

Venue . 

Town/Village. 

Organised by.Tel no. 

Send your Diary Dates to: 

View from the Blackdown Hills, Tindle House, South Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 5AD or email 
blackdown @tindlenews.co.uk. 

Please note: This is a free service and whilst we endeavour to include all entries, we cannot guarantee all listings 
submitted will be published. Please use one form per event. 


WE ARE UNABLE TO TAKE DIARY DATES LISTINGS OR QUERIES OVER THE PHONE 
Deadline for Diary Dates entries is on Fridays at 12 noon 




Every Thursday 

CHARD: Chard Guildhall Antiques and Collectors 
Fair from 8 am to 2pm every Thursday. 

Free admission. A thriving fair with a good mix of 
regular and casual stallholders. Offering a fantastic 
range of good quality products. Including jewellery, 
books, watches, clocks, china, silver and much much 
more. Contact 01460 239567 for more information. 

Thursday, February 3rd 

YARCOMBE: Lecture by Mr Phil Kerton on Sweet 
Peas. Starts at 8pm at Jubilee Hall, Yarcombe. 
Organised by Stockland and District Horticultural 
Society. Call 01404 881331 for more information. 

Monday, February 7th 

CHARD: Blood donor session at Chard Guildhall. 
Tuesday, February 8th 

CHARD: Blood donor session at Chard Guidlhall 
Sunday, February 20th 

TAUNTON: Somerset Chamber Choir present an 
afternoon of delightful French choral masterpieces 
including the beautiful Durufle Requiem. King's 
College Chapel, Taunton, 3pm. 01823 336344 
www.somersetchamberchoir.org.uk. 

Tuesday, February 22nd 

MERRIOTT: Merriott Gardening Club hosts a 
presentation by Mike Burks of the Castle Gardens 
Group on growing fruit and vegetables on the patio. 
7.30pm at the Tithe Barn, Chruch Street, Merriott. 
More detailson 01460 72298. 


'Vhe ''Mealltfif lfl//mt 

and 


THE RED COW 



20% off all food with this voucher 
during January and February 

Monday to Thursday 

(Except snack menus, function menus, buffets & Valentines Day) 

Call for more details 

THE RED COW 

High Street, Honiton 
Telephone: 01404 47497 

T/ze tteaihfietdlm 

Walnut IRpad, 9fimiton, Devon 
Teh 01404 45321 

BOOK NOW FOR VALENTINE’S AND MOTHER’S DAY! 


Ridgeway 

SMALLRIDGE AXMINSTER 


KEVIN & CAROLE WELCOME YOU TO 
THE RIDGEWAY 

LUNCHES, BAR SNACK, EVENINGS MEALS, OR 
JUST CALL FOR A DRINK A SIT BY THE COSY 
LOG FIRES 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCHES 
USING ONLY THE FINEST LOCAL PRODUCE 

CELEBRATING IN 2011 
WEDDINGS & CIVIL CEREMONIES, 
ANNIVERSARIES, PARTIES & BIRTHDAYS 
ALL OCCASSIONS CATERED FOR AND MENUS 
TO SUIT ALL POCKETS, JUST LET US KNOW 
YOUR BUDGET 

TEL 01297 32 171 

www. ridge wayinn .co.uk 



















































A Genuine Village Freehouse. 
Nestling in the charming village of Ashill. 
Just ten mins east of Junction 27 


REAL ALES • GREAT FOOD 

INCLUDING TRADITIONAL SUNDAY LUNCHES, 
BEER GARDEN, CAR PARK 

ALL ENQUIRIES 01884 840506 
Ashill EX15 3NL 

A WARM WELCOME AWAITS 

No Cards 




HOTEL | BAR | RESTAURANT | WEDDINGS | PARTIES | CONFERENCES 



Valentines Menu 

3 courses plus coffee £19.95 

Book your table now - Saturday/Sunday/ 
Monday evening 

Lunchtime 
Winter Warmer 

served Monday to Saturday 

£9.95 two courses / £12.95 three courses 

A La Carte menu 

served Monday to Saturday lunchtime 
and every evening 


Valentines Menu 

Starter 

Roasted Vine Tomato Soup, Chorizo Crisps 
Tea Smoked Salmon, Brixham Crab & 
Beetroot Salad 

Confit Duck Leg Salad, Orange & 

Honey Dressing 

Baked Baby Goats Cheese, Crispy Leeks, 
Sweet & Sour Cherry Tomatoes 

Main Course 

Pink Roasted Rack of West Country Lamb, 
Dauphinoise Potatoes, Rosemary Jus 
Pan Fried Fillets of Sea Bass, Saffron New 
Potatoes, Sauce Vierge 
Oven Roasted Corn Fed Chicken Supreme, 
Asparagus & Shallot Risotto, Parma Ham Crisp 
Wild Mushroom & White Truffle Tagliatelle, 
Parmesan Shavings & Rocket Salad 

Desserts 

Strawberry & Raspberry Shortbread Stack, 
Berry Coulis 

Apple & Thyme Tarte Tatin, Vanilla Ice Cream 
Milk & Cookies 

(Warm White Chocolate Cream, Double 
Chocolate Cookies) 

Selection of West Country Cheese & Biscuits 
Coffee & Truffles 


Three Courses £19.95 per person 

Saturday 12th, Sunday 13th, 
Monday 14th February 
Adult £8.45/£11.45/£14.45 6.30 - 9.00pm 

Child £6.45/£9.45/£12.45 All Prices Are Inclusive of VAT @17.5% 

Lakeview Manor, Dunkeswell, Honiton EX14 4SH 
Tel: 01404 891358/287 | email: reception@lakeviewmanor.co.uk 
www.lakeviewmanor.co.uk 


Sunday Carvery 
12 - 3pm 


‘Afishionado’ or not, find 
something to inspire 
you in Tonk’s new book 


IN THE same week that 
Hugh Fearnley-Whit- 
tingstall, Gordon Ram¬ 
say, Heston Blumenthal 
and Jamie Oliver front 
a series of Channel 4 
programmes aiming to 
make people more aware 
of diminishing fish 
stocks, Sarah O’Meara 
speaks to fish expert 
Mitch Tonks about how 
to choose and cook fish 
in a sustainable way. 

A true ‘afishionado’, 
Mitch Tonks has spent 
his career lovingly cook¬ 
ing fish. 

The chef and brains 
behind restaurant chain 
Fishworks says he is 
more at home prepar¬ 
ing fresh turbot with 
parsley than rubbing 
peppercorns into fillet 
steak. 

His latest book, Fish, 
is a simple guide to cook¬ 
ing a diverse range of 
dishes, using ingredi¬ 
ents you might not have 
heard of: “I say seafood 
is exciting because there 
are so many different 
species available to eat 
and enjoy,” explains 
Tonks. 

“Seafood is natural¬ 
ly the easiest thing to 
cook because it needs 
no adornment. Flavours 
like garlic, olive oil, sea 
salt and fresh herbs are 
all you need to make a 
fabulous fish supper.” 

As well as offering up 
a bucketful of delicious 
looking recipes in his 
book, Tonks delivers 
some basic cooking tips, 
wisdom about buying 
seafood and thoughts on 
sustainability. 

“Don’t always go for 
the obvious,” he sug¬ 
gests. “I know we love 
our white fish, but do try 
other species like mack¬ 
erel, gurnard, whiting, 
cuttlefish or plaice.” 


Tonks’s fish buying 
tips: 

• Check herring, 
mackerel and sardines 
are vibrant in colour 
and have hues of greens 
and purples. The scales 
should all be intact. 

• The eyes should be 
bright, clear and convex. 
Sunken, cloudy eyes 
belong to fish a few days 
the wrong side of fresh. 

• Have a look under 
the gills. They should 
be bright red. Any sign 
of brown means the fish 
is old. 

• Smell your fish! 
Fresh fish smells of 
the seaside and old fish 
smells like fish! 

• Fresh flatfish should 
be covered in healthy 
slime. 

Here are some fish 
recipes to try... 

Stew of coley, roasted 
peppers and small 
mullet (Serves 2) 

2 x 200g de-boned coley 
fillets, skinned 
200g rock salt 
1 red pepper 

1 green pepper 
2tbsp olive oil 

2 onions, finely sliced 

2 garlic cloves, finely 
chopped 

ltbsp tomato puree 
125ml dry white wine 
Pinch of saffron 
strands 

2 edium potatoes, peeled 
and cut into 2.5cm/l 
inch cubes 

1 fresh thyme sprig 

2 bay leaves 

2 small red mullet, fil¬ 
leted and pin-boned 
1 x 400g can good quality 
Italian plum tomatoes 
ltbsp fresh parsley, fine¬ 
ly chopped 

6 or 7 black olives, pit¬ 
ted 

Sea salt and freshly 
ground black pepper. 


Crusty bread to 
serve 

The day before, place 
the coley on a large plate 
or in a shallow dish and 
cover the fish in salt. 

Leave to chill in the 
refrigerator overnight, 
then wash the salt off 
and leave to soak in a 
bowl of cold water for 
30 minutes. 

Preheat the oven to 
200C/Gas Mark 6. 

Place the peppers in a 
roasting pan and cook 
in the oven for 10-15 min¬ 
utes until blackened. 
Remove and place the 
peppers in a plastic bag, 
then seal the top and 
leave to cool for a few 
hours. When the pep¬ 
pers are cool enough 
to handle, peel off the 
skins, remove the seeds 
and roughly chop the 
flesh. 

Heat the olive oil in a 
large heavy-based fry¬ 
ing pan, add the onions 
and garlic and fry very 
gently for 10 minutes, 
adding a little water just 
to soften them. 

Add the tomato puree 
and cook for a further 
minute, then pour in 
the wine and boil for a 
minute. Add the saffron, 
chopped peppers, pota¬ 
toes, thyme, bay leaves, 
mullet fillets and toma¬ 
toes and stir together. 
It doesn’t matter if the 
mullet fillets break up, 
this is what you want. 

Add the coley and 
add just enough water 
(about one tablespoon) 
to cover the fish. Cover 
with a lid and leave to 
simmer for 15 minutes 
or until the potatoes are 
soft. Taste and season 
with salt and pepper, 
then stir in the parsley 
and olives. 

Remove the bay leaves 
and thyme and serve 


with crusty bread. 

If you love chilli, 
then a dried bird’s eye 
chilli crumbled in dur¬ 
ing cooking is a wonder¬ 
ful addition. 

Seafood stew 

(Serves 2) 

4tbsp olive oil 

1 shallot, finely 
chopped 

2 garlic cloves, chopped 
2 tomatoes, roasted 
Pinch of saffron 
strands 

3-4 fresh thyme sprigs 
Splash of Pernod 
200ml/1 cup white wine 
Selection of fish (see 
recipe) 

200ml fish stock 
Sea salt 

Fresh parsley or basil, 
chopped, for sprinkling 
Fresh bread to serve 
When it comes to 
choosing your fish and 
seafood, ask your fish¬ 
monger what’s in season. 
You need enough to fill 
a large pan fitted tightly 
into a single layer. Mussels, 
skate, hake, gurnard and 
pollack all work well. 

Heat the olive oil in a 
large pan, add the shal¬ 
lot and garlic and sweat 
gently until softened. 
Add the tomatoes, saf¬ 
fron and thyme sprigs 
and stir together. 

Pour in the Pernod 
and tip the pan away 
from you allowing it to 
catch alight. Pour in 
the wine and simmer 
gently for two minutes. 
Add your chosen fish 
and enough fish stock 
to just cover, then leave 
to simmer for up to 10 
minutes. 

Remove the thyme 
and season with salt. 
Finally sprinkle over 
the chopped herbs and 
serve with plenty of 
bread to mop up the deli¬ 
cious juices. 




The Blackbird Inn 

A38 Wellington -Taunton Road 
Tel: 01823 461273 
www. blackbi rdi nnsomerset. com 

Open lunchtime and evenings every day 

Lovely log fires / Home cooked food / Daily Specials 
Restaurant / New Improved Beer Garden / Real Ale 
Accommodation (6 En-suite Bedrooms) 
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count ryscenee xtra 

Readers tell o fth eir 
desire to feed birds 


Written by countryside 
ndent 


correspond 


Tony Jackson 



ONE wonders how raptors, such 
as buzzards, are faring in this 
colder weather. 

Sparrowhawks will, no doubt, be 
surviving in piratical fashion, but for 
buzzards little remains but road-kills 
and any carrion they can find. While 
the freeze was at its height, while 
driving on a main road near 
Dorchester I saw a buzzard land in 
the road ahead of me, intent on a 
rabbit carcase and seemingly 
oblivious to the traffic. 

I have yet to see any fieldfares or 
redwings, though mistle-thrushes 
have been in evidence as they sought 
the mistletoe berries on my apple 
tree. 

Now, what lies ahead in 2011? 
Well, if you have an interest in 
conservation and would like to know 
more, Dorset Wildlife Trust is 
running a new conservation skills 
programme beginning in the new 
year to train people in the practical 
work that is essential in order to 
conserve Dorset’s wildlife and 
habitats. 


If you have an interest in wildlife 
and nature and an aptitude for 
practical outdoor work you could be 
working with wildlife wardens 
throughout the county, using 
chainsaws and brushcutters to help 
protect rare habitats. 

The programme has been funded 
by the Heritage Lottery Fund, no 
formal qualifications are required 
but preference will be given to 
young people aged between 16 and 
25. 

The one-year placements will be in 
conjunction with reserve 
management teams at Kingcombe 
Meadows in West Dorset, the Urban 
Wildlife Centre in East Dorset and 
also with the Mid-Dorset area team 
at Brooklands Farm headquarters to 
work on sites in North Dorset, 
Purbeck and South Dorset. 
Obviously, the programme offers 
the opportunity, in an apprentice 
capacity, for a potential career in 
conservation, so if you would like 
further information call Steve Davis 
on 07970 552659 or email him 


atsdavis@dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk. 

■ Where have all my birds gone? 
That’s the plea from Mrs June Oakes 
from Colyton who has written to me 
in puzzled vein. 

Living in the heart of the town, she 
has numerous bird feeders in her 
courtyard garden and, until a few 
weeks ago “the place was agog with 
birds, mainly sparrows but also the 
odd finch and starling”. 

Then, she writes, the birds 
suddenly stopped coming, for no 
apparent reason. No cat is involved 
and her neighbours, who also feed 
birds, have not experienced the same 
withdrawal symptoms. It is a puzzle 
but I wonder if the weather patterns 
are responsible? 

During the bitter weather my 
feeders were eagerly patronised by 
sparrows, dunnocks, tits, even 
woodpigeons but once the thaw set 
in numbers crashed as more 
hedgerow and pasture food became 
available once again. 

This, however, does not explain 
why this particular garden should be 


deserted while others, nearby, have 
seen no fall-off in bird numbers. 
Any thoughts, please? 

Another reader, Janet Lang from 
Seaton, has also kindly sent me a 
vivid description of the many birds 
which frequent her garden, 
including the odd song thrush, long¬ 
tailed, coal, blue and great tits. 

It is encouraging to know that so 
many readers feed and take an 
interest in their garden birds. Not 
only are they playing a vital role in 
the preservation and maintenance of 
numerous species, but for many 
folk, some perhaps house-bound, the 
presence of birds, in all their 
varieties, can be of great comfort. 

Please keep feeding the birds Mrs 
Oakes and I believe they will return! 

■ As I’m sure many readers are 
aware, the population of red 
squirrels on Brownsea Island, Poole 
Harbour, now standing at about 200, 
is one of the most important 
colonies of this beleaguered 
mammal in Britain today. 

A scheme to help protect them has 


received a boost from the John 
Lewis Partnership which runs 
Brownsea Castle as a holiday centre 
for its staff. 

They have now agreed to sponsor 
the Dorset Wildlife Trust’s red 
squirrel adoption scheme for a 
second year and this will enable 
vital conservation work on the pine 
woods where the squirrels live to 
continue. 

As many readers will be aware, it 
is the wretched grey squirrel, 
imported from North America, 
which has been responsible for the 
near total destruction of our once so 
common red squirrel. 

Larger and more aggressive, the 
grey has successfully competed for 
food and nest sites, whilst also 
carrying a virus which has spread to 
reds, killing them in large numbers. 

I would be delighted to see the 
grey squirrel wiped out as it is 
nothing but a menace, not only 
leading to the loss of red squirrels, 
but destroying forestry and bird life. 

That it can be controlled and 
eliminated has been shown by 
several concentrated purges but it 
demands co-ordination and the co¬ 
operation of all shoots and 
gamekeepers. 

Currently many do their best to 
reduce grey squirrel numbers but, 
unfortunately, their efforts are 
undermined as many urban dwellers 
tend, not only to feed town-dwelling 
foxes, but also to encourage grey 
squirrels. 

Recent studies have shown that the 
Brownsea red squirrels are of 
genuine west of England stock, 
while other squirrels on islands in 
Poole Harbour may have been 


introduced from further north. 

In an ideal situation i.e an area 
where greys had been completely 
wiped out, it would be fascinating to 
introduce a small number of reds 
onto the mainland. 

However, this is a pipe-dream at 
the moment and will not happen 
until aggressive action, on a national 
basis, is taken to eliminate the grey 
menace. 

There was a time when one could 
almost guarantee to see a kestrel 
hovering over motorway verges, 
seeking voles and beetles, but for 
some reason their numbers have 
dwindled. 

So, too, have the numbers of 
lapwings or pewits, largely due to 
loss of wetland habitat, so it was 
with pleasure that I saw a flock of 
several hundred lapwings flying 
overhead as I drove from Axminster 
to Chard. 

This neatly leads me into the latest 
Axe Estuary Birds email newsletter 
from the indefatigable David 
Walters. 

Produced twice a month, and 
illustrated with colour pix, anyone 
with the slightest interest in bird life 
and natural history should make a 
point of receiving the two page 
letter. 

To contact Tony Jackson, write 
to: Country Scene, South 
Street, Axminster, Devon EX13 
5AD or by email to: 
wardjackson@tiscali.co.uk 

The views expressed are those of the 
columnist and not necessarily of the 
newspaper. 
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Price T"oa High? Quality Too Low 

Then fc>uy direct from the factory 
Bespoke conservatory specialist 


Fno obligation written quotations 
Swish accredited manufacturers and installers 

Fully comprehensive 10 year insurance backed guarantee 
Full installation by our own fully trained fitters & building cn 
Come and watch your bespoke conservatory being built 
Manufacturers of swish conservatory roof systems 
CAD design available for conservatories, garden rooms etc 
Serving the community since 1990 
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FANTASTIC VALUE TRAVEL OFFERS 



4* Canada's 
Maple Leaf Trail 

TORONTO, NIAGARA, OTTAWA, MONTREAL & QUEBEC 

T his stunningly scenic journey takes in the very best of Eastern 
Canada, with it’s exciting cities - Toronto, Ottawa, Montreal, 
Quebec - breathtaking scenery, wide open spaces and ‘big skies*, 
not to mention one of the world’s most awe-inspiring natural 
wonders, the plunging Falls at Niagara. 

Includes # Return transatlantic flights from Exeter; Outbound to Toronto 
returning from Toronto • 6 nights’ 4★ accommodation at comfortable 
touring hotels in Toronto (3 nights) and Montreal (3 nts) • A full day visit 
to the spectacular Niagara Falls • A full day visit to Quebec City • Scenic 
drive on the ‘Maple Leaf Trail’ from Toronto to Montreal & Quebec, via 
Ottawa # Comfortable coach travel throughout # Tour Manager services 



Departs 25 May, 1 June & 7, 21 September 2011 



Buckingham Palace 

& Clarence House 

S tep inside Buckingham Palace on 
this Royal Break, with its special 
2011 exhibition of the world’s 
greatest collection of Faberge. 

Includes • Return coach travel • 1 night’s 
B&B at the 3+ Days Hotel, Waterloo 
• Visit to Royal Windsor • Admission to 
Buckingham Palace including The Royal 
Faberge Exhibition • A guided tour of 
Clarence House# A short Royal London 
sightseeing tour • Tour Manager services 
Single supplement applies 

From £ 119.95 

Departs August 2011 



The Cheltenham 
Gold Cup 

T his is your chance to experience 
all the magic which is the 
Cheltenham Festival - one of the 
highlights of the sporting year. 

Includes • Return coach travel • 1 night’s 
B&B at a 3^ hotel within coaching 
distance of Cheltenham Racecourse 
• Admission to Best Mate Enclosure on 
Thursday & Friday, the last two days of the 
festival including The Tote Cheltenham 
Gold Cup (upgrade to Tattersalls available at 
a supplement) • Tour Manager services 



Classic 


From £159.oo 

Departs 17 March 2011 


Italy 

Includes • Return specially chartered 
flights to Italy direct from Bristol & 
Exeter • Return airport to hotel 
transfers • 1 suitcase per person • 3 
nights’ half-board at the 4tk Grand Hotel 
Moon Valley in Vico Equense • Visits to 
Pompei, Sorrento, Amalfi Coast, Mount 
Vesuvius and Montecassino • 4 nights’ 
half-board at the 3^ Superior Hotel 
Montecarlo in Chianciano Terme 
• Visits to Rome, Florence, Assisi and 
Orvieto • Tour Manager services 
Single supplement applies 

From £^)^f m^.OO 

Departs May to Jul, Sep & Oct 2011 



Edinburgh 

Military Tattoo 

H ere’s a chance to enjoy first hand 
the colour, pomp and pageantry 
of this magical event, as massed pipes 
and drums, dancers and display teams 
create an unforgettable spectacle! 
Includes • Coach travel throughout 
• 2 nights’ half-board at a hotel in the 
Teesside area • A seat for the Edinburgh 
Tattoo • Free Time in Edinburgh 
• A visit to York • A drive through the 
Yorkshire Dales • Tour Manager services 

From £ 169.95 

Departs 5 & 19 August 2011 



Emmerdale 

& the Best of Yorkshire 

H ere’s a break that combines the 
very best of Yorkshire’s stunning 
scenery, with included tours of 
’Emmerdale Country’. 

Includes • Return coach travel • 2 
nights’ dinner, B&B at the Jury’s Inn, 
Leeds • Tours of Emmerdale Country, 
Last of the Summer Wine Country and 
the Yorkshire Dales • A visit to York 
• The services of a Tour Manager 

From £ 129.95 

Departs 13 May & 9 Sept 2011 



English Lakes 

Bank Holiday Breaks 

S ee the breathtaking flawless lakes, 
lush green valleys and majestic 
mountains of the Lake District on 
these great value four day breaks. 

Includes • Return coach travel • Three 
nights’ bed and continental breakfast 
accommodation at the Holiday Inn, 
Warrington • A full day tour of the 
Lake District • Visits to Southport and 
Chester • A tour of Last of the Summer 
Wine country • Tour Manager services 
Single supplement applies 

From £179.oo 

Departs 22 Apr & 26 Aug 2011 




Wimbledon 

A ll the atmosphere of the world’s 
premier Grand Slam tennis 
championships plus a reserved seat on 
famous Number One Court, to watch the 
stars of tomorrow & yesteryear compete 
in the Junior & Veterans’ events! 
Includes • Return coach travel and 
Wimbledon transfers • One night’s 
B&B at a three-star hotel in the London 
area • A full day at Wimbledon with a 
reserved seat on No.1 Court • A visit to 
Windsor • Tour Manager services 

From £ 129.95 

Departs 2 & 3 July 2011 



Easter in the 

German 

Valleys 

M ake the most of Easter and enjoy 
an outstanding value four day 
break to the magical German Valleys. 

Includes • Return coach travel and 
Channel crossings • Three nights’ bed 
and continental breakfast 
accommodation at a traditional hotel in 
the Rhine or Moselle Valley area • The 
services of a Tour Manager 

From £ 159.50 

Departs 22 April 2011 
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Lindisfarne & the 

Alnwick 

Garden 

V isit the truly magical Alnwick Garden 
& enjoy a tour of Northumbria’s 
beautiful Heritage Coastline. 

Includes • Return coach travel from 
the local area • 3 nights’ half-board at 
the 3^ Holiday Inn, Washington 
• Entrance to The Alnwick Garden 
• Visits to York, Bamburgh and 
Lindisfarne • A Tour Manager 

From £ 215.00 

Departs 10 Jun & 30 Sept 2011 


FOR A BROCHURE COMPLETE THE 
COUPON & SEND TO: NEWMARKET 
HOLIDAYS, FREEPOST KT2720, WORCESTER 
PARK, KT4 8BR (NO STAMP REQUIRED). 


ir^ 


Or Call Our Holiday Hotline^0 ^ V 

Quoting Advert Code TCW: V04li If m V I I V V 

Visit our website www.newmarket.travel/tcw 


(calls cost 
4p per 
minute) 


PLEASE TICK FOR BROCHURE(S) REQUIRED: 


EH Canada's Maple Leaf Trail TCW AZZ □ 

EH Buckingham Palace TCW BHC EH 

□ Cheltenham Gold Cup TCW HRW EH 

□ Classic Italy TCW ICK □ 

EH Edinburgh Military Tattoo TCW EDT 

□ Emmerdale & Yorkshire TCW EAY 


or request a brochure online at: WWW.newmarketbrochures.CO.uk/tCW 

Name ADVERT CODE: TCW 


The English Lakes TCW ELE 
Wimbledon TCW WIM 


Easter in the German Valleys TCW EGV - 

Lindisfarne & the Alnwick Gardens _ 

TCW CHK Postcode Tel 


Email 


NEWMARKET 

Holidays 



ABTA 
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View from tke Blackdown Hills 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


View from 

The Blackdown Hills 


Covering the entire area of 
outstanding natural beauty 



8,000 copies 
Please call Louise on 

01297 32601 

or e-mail: 

louise@tindlenews.co.uk 


timber & joinery 




Structural timbers and 
Oak trusses 

Beautiful traditional solid 
wood floors and doors 


Joinery timbers 

Tel 01404 891713 

www.peterquinain.co.uk 


property 


RJCS 


stratton& 
holborow 

TO LET 

An attractive four bedroom thatched 
farmhouse, 8 miles from Honiton in an 
idyllic valley in the heart of the 
Blackdown Hills 

£1,400 pcm 

Please contact Rosanna McCorkell 


Exeter - 01392 278466 

www.stratton-holborow.co.uk 


rug services 


PERSONAL SERVICE 
Trish Andrews 

BLACKDOWN 
RUG SERVICES 

HORSE RUGS CLEANED & REPAIRED 
Rug washing from turnout £7.50 stable rugs 
£6.50, sheets £3 cold washed and 
naturally line dried 

Millview Cottage, Clayhidon, Cullompton 
EX15 3PN 

Tel: 01823 681453 


house clearance 


All Rubbish 

& 

Chard House Clearance 

LRUBBISH.co.uk 

Business’s, Homes, Garages, Gardens, Outbuildings, Shop 
Fitters Contracts, Asbestos, Furniture, Carpets, WEEE, 
Rubble, Soil, Builders Waste, Flood & Fire Damage, etc 
VDERTAKE: Tree Felling & Surgery, Asbestos Surveys. 
Business & House Contents Clearance 
We do the loading & can still be more 
Competitive than a skip! 

07813 836876 01460 259600 

* 

0 % 






carpentry & joinery 


Peter Cooper 

Td; 07960 S89734 



Se< Buikl / Carpentry / Joinery 
Hardwood Roonng/ Furniture 
Fcnang / Decking 
Kachem / Shopflrtftng 


blinds 



• All types of Blinds 

• Awnings & Canopies 

• Velux® Roof Blinds 

• Wood Shutters 

• Conservatory Blinds 

• Made to Measure 



30 years Experience 

For free advice and survey 


Call Steve Webb 01404 841579 
Mobile 07891 205 247 
www.blackdownblinds.co.uk 


garden services 


Sheds and 
Summerhouses 





TU 01297 MS09 MOSi 07771 102929 

iandlron.co.uk 





kgarteycombc 

(garden gervices 

Winter (Services 

Fences and sheds erected & repaired. 
Hedge cutting & hedge laying. 

Hedge and tree planting. Apple tree pruning. 
Chainsaw work - tree lopping, cross cutting, your 
logs split and stacked with our log splitter. 
Flower beds tidied. Garden clearance. 
Landscaping. 

Veg beds created or prepared for (Spring. 
Paths gravelled. Gates hung. 

Compost bins, raised beds, rose arches 
constructed. 

Patios and paths pressure washed. 

Ml garden and external property work 
undertaken 

Please contact: Andrew Gilbert 
Tel 01404 841538 or Mob 07906 879514 





























































Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


countryside management ■ furniture & joinery ■ building services ■ carpentry 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining & all types of fencing 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, 
rolling, liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways, concreting yards 

• Welding repairs & steel fabrications 

We have the machinery and expertise 
to tackle most estate management problems, 
both big and small, from five practical farmers. 

Please find for free quote 

Tel 01460 234472 hirnm 

www.fivefarmers.co.uk 



roofing service 


RI DGE ROOFI NG 

All aspects of roofing undertaken 
from leaky roofs to re-roofs 
Slating, tiling, flat roofing, 
chimney and lead work 
upvc fascia boards, 

Storm damage insurance work 
and grout work underatken 
insurance back guaranteed 
Free quotations and all work 
guaranteed. 

Tel 01823 662216 or 07789 555685 
The Warehouse, 
Waterpath, 
lower Westford, 
Wellington, 
Somerset 
TA21 ODS 



nursery 


JHORNHAYES 

Nursery 

Devon's Specialist Tree Grower 

(Xv IJQOO MmOn of ^mi) l«««i oankr 
£ M ta«M prouxv iwfMlhf fumy rtuWm 

vf IIEVi-rMtiy Aits 

fdWi p4tr». ||M||r«. dUnson mty 

Otm Cm* to 1pm. 

At svM^r, coMsct Tfait*** Sr*n> fX.Vnt 

Ckikmuw, DD52DF hi OfJM 2067-tt 

nttir ttoriwyn-renn^ m 


DAVID BALL 

FURNITURE RESTORATION 

m 

Sludteya, Aihoilim, H s myod. 

OanKM EJC15 S9U 

TNupfuim 01A33 C0OQO7 
felotota 071162 401400 
Email. dcOt 12 Obuiittf nation 



avid Lloyd 

CAB I SET MUII 


iSlIlMiml 

I CXI 4 ll.\ 


Kitchens And Furniture Traditionally 
Made To Your Own Unique Design 



Aft 


01404 891800 

info@davidrlloyd.co.uk 


sawmills 



SAWN, PLANED, TREATED TIMBER 

• Fencing &G ates Decking Sheds Summerhouses 
Hard &S oft Wood Beams Woodchips 
• Oak Flooring Timber Buildings • Stable 
Chain Link Fencing • Post and Rail 
LOOK BEFORE YOU BUY 
We come out and give FREE ESTIMATES 
Mon - Fri 8am - 5pm. Sat 8am - 11am. (Closed for lunch 1 - 1.30) 


HONITON TEL:01404 43411 


tree services 


Blackdown 
Tree Services 

All aspects of 

• Tree Surgery 

• Stump Grinding 

• Garden Services 

e Estate Management 

• Grounds Maintenance 

Ere# Advice A QuoUflum 

Full Public S Employers tomirawt* 

01823 668558 

Guilds 

KM 07787 847423 IPTC 

www. black down tree eervices.co.uk 

cafvtngblacfcdowntree serviceft.co.uk 

24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALI OUT 



CALL 0*054 540 037 or 07770 599 606 
tor a FWf Mttrretr 
12 KtReaH Swat UMcukne 
I CUIoaipton Devon EX1S 1AP 


E 



S.PX. CARPENTRY 


Carpffrtry irti Gtotfil 

Bvldng 

Ctarmad 


toriHt (fca» 
CA law* an 
ftSHfliMv 
mmMmi 


van & driver hire [ land for sale 


HANDY VAN 

• Van and driver hire 
• Light house removals 

• Collections and deliveries 
Licenced rubbish and house clearances 

• Local and Long distance 

• Days and nights 7 days a week 

01823 662963 or 07788 450274 




st ratton& 
Hholborow 


FOR SALE 

Productive Pasture near Honiton 
Offwell one field 13.16 acres 
Dunkeswell four fields 13.14 acres 
For Sale by Formal Tender 
Please contact Rosanna McCorkell 


Bicftttf 01982 279406 

www stratton-holborow co ok 


building maintenance 


G.B. BUILDING & MAINTENANCE 

Listed Building Specialist 

• Lime Plastering - Internal/External 

• Cob Repairs 

• Lath & Plaster 
• Stonework 

•Cut Roof, Green Oak etc 

Contact Gary Broom 
Telephone 01823 283212 or 
Mobile 07776 032289 


plant hire & fencing 


H.B.PLANT 

DEMOLITION SITE CLEARANCE. 
MASS CONCRETE REMOVAL. 

ON 8TTE CFHJSHP4G 

STOCKLISTS OF RECLAMED MATERIALS 
AND BUL DtNQS 
FOfl EXPERTISE AND PROMPT SERVICE 


www.hbp4anc.co.uk 

TEL 01823 480753 
MOBILE 07770 864613 

Stoymuur Coda^a, Cvlaid Tminluti TAJ ISO 


View from 
the Blackdown Hills 

Local Services 

Your business will appear 
under a specific heading 
relevant to your business 

• 8,000 copies distributed 
every month 
• Free Design service 
• Free coverage on our 
website 

Call Louise on 

01297 32601 

or e-mail 

lousie@tindlenews.co.uk 
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View from tke Blackd own Hills 




oor car $ 




www.churchillsbodyrepairshoniton.co.uk 

Insurance and Private Repairs 
Undertaken on Cars, Vans, Bikes 
and some Commercial Body 
Modifications 

• Kits Fitted • Custom Paintwork 

• Restoration • Valeting 

• Low Bake Oven 

• Car-O-Liner Alignment System 
• Mechanical Work • Recovery 

• Transportation 

Higher Crook Farm, 
Combe Raleigh, Honiton 
Phone: 01404 42441 
Mobile: 07810 373870 



Professional Automotive Repairs 


Servicing is to manufacturer 
schedules yet up to 50% cheaper 


• Brake Servicing/Repair ‘MOT’S 

• Gearboxes & Clutches • Cambelts 

• Vehicle Health Checks • Exhausts 

Friendly Reliable Service at Competitive Prices 

call: 01404 892820 

Unit 5B, Flightway Business Park, Dunkeswell 

■■III 


Blackdown 
MOT Centre 


Class IV (4) & VII (7) Cars & Light Commercials 

Cars, Vans, Trucks, 

4x4 & Motorhomes 

Servicing & Repairs, All Makes & Models 
Parts & Fitting, Sports & Performance 
Tyres - Exhausts - Brakes 
Welding - Body Kits 




MOT By Appointment 
Trade & Retail Welcome 

Easy Access Open 8am - 6pm, Saturday 8am -1 pm 

Unit 5, Poole Trading Estate, 
Poole, Wellington TA21 9HW 

TEL: 01823 660753 


Independent Specialists For 

Land Rover - Range Rover - Freelander 

Greenshields 



Repairs • Servicing • Parts MOT Preparations 
Accessories • Loan Car Available 

Diagnostics for all Land Rover models 

Reasonable Labour Rates from Land Rover & Range 
Rover Trained Mechanics 

01823 663409 07710 570271 



Email: greenshields@tiscali.co.uk 
Park Farm, Wellington TA21 9NP 



VOLKSWAGEN’S new Amarok pick-up is making 
its UK debut at the 2011 Outdoors Show at the 
ExCel exhibition centre. 

The event, which takes place at London’s Docklands 
from January 13th to 16th, will see both the standard pick¬ 
up and the limited edition Berghaus model shown in the 
UK for the first time. 

Volkswagen expects the Amarok’s appeal to be boosted 
by the largest load dimensions in its class and technology 
and safety systems not usually associated with the sector 
such as Electronic Differential Lock, Anti-Slip 
Regulation, ESP with Hill Hold Assist, Hill Descent 
Control and off-road ABS. 

Specialising in all aspects of outdoor pursuits and 
experiences, the Outdoors Show is now in its tenth year, 
and 2011 marks the event's first visit to the capital. 

More than 125,000 visitors are expected to pass through 
the doors over the next four days. 

Created in collaboration with the outdoor clothing 
specialists, the California Berghaus limited edition model 
will be available with a 2.0-litre BiTDI 180PS engine and 
boasting standard equipment including a bike rack, 
awning, Berghaus-branded carpet mats and waterproof 
seat covers, and exclusive 18-inch two-colour Dakar alloy 
wheels. 

The Amarok goes on sale in the UK in Spring. 

# Lexus has fettled a special Lifestyle version of its RX 
full hybrid SUV for some of the rigours of winter with a 
package of accessories perfectly suited for those who love 
the great outdoors. 

On the outside the new Lifestyle model comes equipped 
with roof rails and a rear bumper protect, plus front and 
rear under-run plates. 

Inside there is a tough boot liner ready to cope with 
muddy boots, plus a refrigerated cool box that can equally 
keep food and drinks warm when the temperatures 
plummet. 

Specified individually, these features would cost up to 
£1,500, but brought together for the new RX 450h SE-I 
Lifestyle they add just £499 to the on-the-road price, 
which is from £48,899. 

• High specification and comfort promised for 
Peugeot’s new 508. 

Available in the UK from its launch in April in both 
Saloon and SW estate bodystyles, Peugeot’s 508 promises 
to bring to the market a stylish and well-equipped model 
range. 

According to its maker, highlights include powerful, 
economical and low C02 engines and the debut of 
Peugeot's new e-HDi Stop and Start System technology, 
plus a modern interior design that is both practical and 
comfortable. 

The 508 range which will be available in five trim levels: 
Access, SR, Active, Allure and GT, while seven 
powertrain options will be available from launch. 

Unusually, the 508 will be available with two different 
front suspension configurations. An all-new McPherson 
type front suspension will be the main option, while the 
sporty GT model features a drop link double wishbone 
front suspension similar to the design of its predecessor, 
the 407. 

The five-model range starts with the 508 Access VTi 120 
saloon from £18,150, and rises to £29,975 for the GT HDi 
200 in SW estate form. 


To advertise on 
the Motoring 
Scene pages 
call Rose on 

01297 32637 


www.autologichoniton.co.uk 





























RENT YOUR 


LET US CHANGE YOUR VIEW 
At Worth Property Services we view things differently 

An Estate Agent & Letting Agent for the Blackdown Hills. 


FOR SALE 

Worth 

CtBi'ir ri; I 


Hemyock £475 PCM 

2 bedroom terraced barn conversion in a lovely countryside 
position, just outside the village of Hemyock. It has a log 
burner fire and the monthly rent includes the water charges. 


Newly instructed Detached 4 bedroom family home with integral 
garage situated in a quiet cul-de-sac. Enclosed rear garden laid to 
lawn and small patio area. 


Hemyock 


£239,500 



- Til#* ^ -1 

y\ / 

Worth 

I’ropfrty Services 

^ yAacVd° wn Hills ^ 

. O rent located^i^ 

tel: 01823 681300 --- 

fax; 01823 680071 vrss’vf. worthpropcrtyserviccai.co.uk 


TO RENT 


K/S/1 

Worth 


Hemyock £285,000 

Spacious detached 4 bedroom family home with double garage 
situated in a small cul-de-sac. Countryside views across the 
Blackdown Hills can be seen from the rear of this property. 


Hemyock 


£450 PCM 


1 bedroom renovated property with oil fired central heating. The 
property is situated in a semi-rural position, close enough to enjoy all of 
the village's amenities. Services Charge an additional £60 per month, 


Halifax House Hemyock Cullompton Devon EX153QW 
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stags.co.uk 

Residential Lettings 




UFFCULME 

A spacious detached family home with garage, gardens, parking, GFCH, 
Situated on edge of popular village. Undergoing refurbishment. Pets/children 
by arrangement. Available soon. 

Tiverton Office 01884 232872 

£950 Per calendar month Ref: 43393 


LUPPITT 

A stunning and spacious barn conversion in the grounds of a country house. 
Includes hallway, sitting room, 2 double bedrooms, sitting/dining room, 
kitchen, bathroom, cloakroom, parking & garden, water & gardener included. 
Pets/children considered. Honiton Office 01404 42553 

£900 Per calendar month Ref: 37991 


UPOTTERY 

A P/F house with its own gardens available for four months. Includes sitting 
room, study, dining room, kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, conservatory/ 
greenhouse, barn, shed, O.F.C.H, rent incl. Council tax & water. Pets/children 
considered. Available Late February. Honiton Office 01404 42553 

£1,295 Per calendar month Ref: 34143 



BUCKLAND ST MARY 

Detached fully/part or U/F bungalow. Includes kitchen/breakfast room, dining 
room, sitting room, study, 3 bedrooms, bathroom., garden & parking. Land & 
stables by separate negotiation. Pets/children considered. Available 
February. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£1,450 Per calendar month Ref: 37726 


EAST NYNEHEAD 

A recently refurbished detached U/F 2 bedroom bungalow close to 
Wellington. Entrance porch, sitting room, kitchen with oil fired Rayburn, 2 
double bedrooms and bathroom. Garden and parking. O.F.C.H. No pets. 
Children considered. Available immediately. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£595 Per calendar month Ref: 32564 



AWLISCOMBE 

A spacious 2 bedroom P/F cottage in a village edge location with superb 
views. Sitting room, kitchen/breakfast room, utility, cloakroom, family 
bathroom, garden, parking/car port, O.F.C.H. Available Immediately. Honiton 
Office 01404 42553 

£650 Per calendar month Ref: 43469 




TRULL 

A pretty 3 bedroom U/F cottage located in this popular village location to let 
on a six months plus basis. Entrance porch, kitchen/breakfast room, sitting 
room and bathroom. Courtyard Garden. G.F.C.H. No Pets. Children 
considered. Available now. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£695 Per calendar month Ref: 37597 


CULMHEAD 

Spacious 1 bedroomed cottage flat to let U/F in idyllic rural location. Kitchen/ 
dining room, sitting room, double bedroom, bathroom with shower, separate 
WC, courtyard garden, parking. No pets. Children considered. Suit single or 
couple. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£450 Per calendar month Ref: 32399 


ASHILL 

Open plan design 1 bed barn conversion. 2 parking spaces. GFCH. Small 
garden. Courtyard setting. Suit professional single/couple. Close to village 
centre. Not suitable for dogs or children. Available mid February. 

Tiverton Office 01884 232872 

£425 Per calendar month Ref: 33568 



LANGFORD BUDVILLE 


A well appointed and spacious 4 bedroom U/F semi detached house in 
popular village location. Kitchen/breakfast room, sitting room, master 
bedroom with e-s, 3 further bedrooms, bathroom, G.F.C.H, garden, parking, 
pets considered, available immediately. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£850 Per calendar month Ref: 32405 



CULMSTOCK 

Sun Porch/Utility area. Living room with kitchen area with appliances, sitting 
area and sleeping area. Shower room with electric shower. Parking for 1 car. 
Use of communal laundry room. Working single person only. 

Tiverton Office 01884 232872 

£395 Per calendar month Ref: 33608 



STAPLE FITZPAINE 

A character 4 bedroom U/F attached house in a popular village location. 
Entrance hall, 2 receptions, utility, kitchen/breakfast room with Aga, family 
bathroom and en suite, O.F.C.H, garden, parking, pets/children considered. 
Available end January 2011. Taunton Office 01823 447355 

£995 Per calendar month Ref: 32549 


Cornwall I Devon I Somerset I Dorset I London 






















